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A difficult way and a narrow gate

“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate
and broad is the way that leads to destruction,
and there are many who go in by it. Because
narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which
leads to life, and there are few who find it.”

Matthew 7: 13-14
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A difficult way and a narrow gate

e Jesus confronts His listeners with

the choice of a life with or
without God.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5–7) Jesus confronts His listeners with the choice of a life with or without God. Human beings cannot
help but make a decision either for God or for evil. God will not accept any compromise between the two (Revelation 3: 16).


Bible Reading

Matthew 7:13-27:

Matthew 7:13-27 is a
series of
admonishments to

take seriously what
has been taught in
5:17-7:12.
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The wide versus the narrow gate

 The image of the narrow gate used by Jesus is
borrowed from the architecture of walled cities
at the time.

e If a human being desires to gain access to the
kingdom of God, it will not be comfortable or
easy. He/she must bow down.

 The dangers of wealth - complacency and
arrogance (cf. Matthew 19: 24).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The wide versus the narrow gate

The image of the narrow gate used by Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount is borrowed from the architecture of walled cities at the time. In addition to
the large main gates through which people and goods gained access to the city during the day, there were also small and narrow side gates. At night, when the main gates were closed, people could only enter the city through the small side gate, the so-called eye of the needle—which was easy to guard. It was so
small that they had to bend down in order to pass through. 

If a human being desires to gain access to the kingdom of God, it will not be comfortable or easy for him. He must bow down—which means he
must humble himself—before the Almighty, omniscient, and ever-present God. He must be prepared to subordinate himself to the divine will. 

In Matthew 19: 24 Jesus warns that it is “easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven”. The dangers of wealth are complacency and arrogance. It is therefore impossible for a complacent, arrogant person to enter into the kingdom of God. This is made clear by way of this image. 


The broad versus the narrow way

e The narrower the way, the more care must be taken
... The broad way, by contrast, is characterized by
carelessness, thoughtlessness, and superficiality.

 Followers of Jesus are to walk along the difficult way:
- they must pay heed to the doctrine of Jesus,
- not be thoughtless with regard to their neighbour,
and
- gladly fulfil the will and laws of God (Psalm 40: 8).
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The broad versus the narrow way

The comparison is familiar to us from daily life. The narrower the way, the more care must be taken not to bump into anything, take a wrong step,
or deviate from it. The broad way, by contrast, is characterized by carelessness, thoughtlessness, and superficiality. Followers of Jesus are to walk
along the difficult way, in other words, they must pay heed to the doctrine of Jesus, not be thoughtless with regard to their neighbour, and gladly fulfil the
will and laws of God (Psalm 40: 8). The narrow way is also the difficult way of following, the way of hardship, of persecution for the sake of Christ.

Jesus’ words concerning the two ways do not only refer to the gates through which one may pass into either life or destruction, but also refer to
the pathways leading to each: they comprise an image for different lifestyles. It is the narrow, difficult way that leads to salvation—which means that
salvation cannot be attained without afflictions and constraints.


The way to the gate of heaven

e How does one gain access the kingdom of
God? By a genuine renewal of the spirit, as
Jesus taught.

e Jesus Himself only encountered very few in

srael who believed in Him. He stated, “... and
there are few who find it.”

e Let us therefore dedicate our lives to pursuing
this way persistently until we reach our goal.
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Presentation Notes
The way to the gate of heaven

It is clear that one cannot access the kingdom of God by way of the broad way and the wide gate, but rather only by way of the difficult narrow
way and the narrow gate. It is thus not outward rectitude and righteousness that will gain access to the kingdom of God, but rather the genuine renewal
of the spirit, as Jesus taught. 

Jesus Himself only encountered very few in Israel who believed in Him. Only a very few followed Him. That is why He stated, “… and there are few who find it.”
Let us therefore dedicate our lives to pursuing this way persistently until we reach our goal.


Call-Up
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Summary

Human beings have the choice of a life with or
without God. They must decide for the narrow gate
and the difficult way, meaning

 they must be able to humble themselves before
the almighty, omniscient, and ever-present God.
They must be able to subordinate their will to His.

 they must pay heed to the teaching of Jesus, must
not be thoughtless with regard to their neighbouir,
and must gladly fulfil the law of God.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Summary

Human beings have the choice of a life with or without God. They must decide for the narrow gate and the difficult way, meaning

■ they must be able to humble themselves before the almighty, omniscient, and ever-present God. They must be able to subordinate their will to His.
■ they must pay heed to the teaching of Jesus, must not be thoughtless with regard to their neighbour, and must gladly fulfil the law of God.


Message

Without effort it is impossible

for human beings to make

their way to God.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Message

Without effort it is impossible for human beings to make their way to God.


Preparation for the forgiveness
of sins and Holy Communion
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